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Leslie Hawthorn is a program manager for Google’s 
Open Source Programs Office, where she’s the  
community manager for the Google Summer of 
Code program. She conceived and managed the 
Google Highly Open Participation Contest, the 
world’s first global initiative to get pre-university 
students involved in all aspects of open source  
software development. Leslie serves on the  
Advisory Board of the GNOME Foundation and  
the Open Source Business Resource. She serves  
on the Steering Committee for the Humanitarian 
Free and Open Source Software Project.

Prior to joining Google, Leslie got her feet wet  
in Silicon Valley high tech at a small communica-
tions semiconductor startup, where she worked in 
marketing and public relations. She holds a Honors 
B.A. in English Language and Literature from U.C.

The Joint Distinguished Lecture Series is funded by a grant 
from the Mellon Foundation. This talk is co-sponsored by the 
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