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A
 function is a nam

e
d
 sub

program
.

2

•
U

se
d
 b

y calling its nam
e
.

•
E
ncapsulation – w

rapping cod
e
 into a unit.

•
G
e
ne

ralization – param
e
te

rs allow
 m

ore 
ge

ne
ral solutions.
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A
 variab

le
 in th

e
 function h

e
ad

ing is calle
d
 a 

param
eter.

A
 param

e
te

r is a place
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old
e
r for th

e 
argum

ent passe
d
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e
n th

e
 function is calle

d
.
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A
 variab

le
 in th

e
 function h

e
ad

ing is calle
d
 a 

param
eter.

A
 param

e
te

r is a place
 h

old
e
r for th

e 
argum

ent passe
d
 w

h
e
n th

e
 function is calle

d
.

A
 param

e
te

r is alw
ays a variab

le
.

A
n argum

e
nt is alw

ays a value.
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If a function h
as n param

e
te

rs, a calle
r m

ust 
pass n argum

e
nts.

A
rgum

e
nts are

 assigne
d
 to param
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a
 
=
 
1
0

b
 = 11

d
e
f goo(x

, y):

      x
 = x

 + 1

      y = y + 1

      print 'x
 =', x

      print 'y =', y

      print 'a =', a

      print 'b
 =', b

goo(a, b
)

print 'a =', a

print 'b
 =', b

O
u

tp
u

t

x
 =

 1
1

y
 =

 1
2

a =
 1

0

b
 =

 1
1

a =
 1

0

b
 =
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1


