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Both lists and strings are sequences in 
Python.

A
 string is a sequence of characters

A
 list is a sequence of values.

A
 list of characters is N

O
T a string

['h', 'e', 'l', 'l', 'o']
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String to List
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U
se the list() function to convert a string to 

a list of characters.

s = 'trinity'
t = list(s)
print t
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String to List
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U
se the list() function to convert a string to 

a list of characters.

s = 'trinity'
t = list(s)
print t

['t','r','i','n','i','t','y']
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is: The identity operator

5

Lists and strings behave differently.

H
ere strings a and b refer to the sam

e 
object.  

They are identical and equivalent  (==).

>>> a = 'banana'
>>> b = 'banana'
>>> a is b
True
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Equivalence vs. Identity
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Lists and strings behave differently.

H
ere lists a and b refer to two different 

objects.

They are equivalent but not identical.

>>> a = [1,2,3]
>>> b = [1,2,3]
>>> a is b
False
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[1,2,3] is a list object whose value is a 
sequence of integers. 
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liasing
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W
e can m

ake two list variables point to the 
sam

e object.

>>> a = [1,2,3]
>>> b = a
>>> b is a
True
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A
liasing occurs when you pass a list to a 

function.
>>> def func(b):
>>>    b[0] = 0
>>>    print b
>>> a = [1,2,3]
>>> func(a)
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A
liasing occurs when you pass a list to a 

function.
>>> def func(b):
>>>    b[0] = 0
>>>    print b
>>> a = [1,2,3]
>>> func(a)
[0,2,3]

O
ctober 29, 2010

W
here A

liasing Really M
atters

11

A
liasing occurs when you pass a list to a 

function.
>>> def func(b):
>>>    b[0] = 0
>>>    print b
>>> a = [1,2,3]
>>> func(a)
[0,2,3]
>>> print a
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A
liasing occurs when you pass a list to a 

function.
>>> def func(b):
>>>    b[0] = 0
>>>    print b
>>> a = [1,2,3]
>>> func(a)
[0,2,3]
>>> print a
[0,2,3]
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•
W

rite a script that w
ill help m

e solve 
crossw

ords by m
atching partial w

ords such 
as 'be**h' w

ith a list of candidate w
ords, 

such as ['beach', 'beech', 'belch', 'bench', 
'berth'].


